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My Dental Champions experience 

boiled down to great networking. I 

could go on and on about the 

excellent leadership training and the 

issue information, but the 

opportunity to know who to turn to 

for help or to ask for information 

was the true value for me. The 

lifetime friendships were a bonus! 

Rep. Susan Concannon (Class VII) 
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"As a physician I was increasingly 

aware of the community impacts on 

the health of my individual patients, 

but I was also feeling increasingly 

frustrated that I had no influence at 

that level. Becoming a Dental 

Champion has helped me to learn the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a 

better community advocate and key 

player. This opportunity has 

dramatically changed the trajectory of 

my career and improved my 

satisfaction level with my professional 

life."  

 

Amy Seery, MD (Class VII) 

 

"My Dental Champions leadership experience challenged 

me to understand a few key issues that we face in oral 

health.  But more importantly, it stepped me out of my 

comfort zone and pushed me beyond believing only the 

stories I was telling myself in life to be true.  I had always 

considered myself an open and willing societal member, 

but this class and its leaders really took my leadership to 

the next level.  I am forever grateful for that opportunity 

and am continuing to take that responsibility seriously in 

challenging others to "get on the balcony"!    

Ashley D. Swisher D.D.S. (Class V) 

mailto:tdorf@oralhealthkansas.org
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It’s not an exaggeration to say the 

benefits of the Dental Champions 

Leadership Program have been 

countless, priceless, and continue long 

after the program is over. The 

experience gave me skills to assess and 

manage leadership opportunities and 

the confidence to lead, broadening my 

network to include committed 

advocates who are also now my friends.  

 

Barb Conant, Kansas Advocates for 

Better Care (Class VI) 
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